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Section 910.2.1 Group F-1 or S-1.
The purpose of the requirement for smoke and heat vents/draft curtains in Group F-1/S-1 occupancies having more than 50,000 sq ft of undivided area is two-fold: 


1) to compensate for the lack of compartmentation by containing the smoke and hot 
gasses to within the draft curtained area surrounding the area of fire origin and 


2) to allow firefighters to get to the seat of the fire much quicker to facilitate control and 
subsequent extinguishment, 
thus minimizing fire and smoke damage to the building and 
contents.

Section 910.2.2 High-Piled Combustible Storage.
The purpose of the requirement for smoke and heat vents (without draft curtains) in buildings containing high-piled combustible storage is to provide added fire protection in order to reduce the fire risk in high-piled combustible storage buildings to an acceptable level that can be reasonably handled by the responding fire department without undue risk to the firefighters. Also see Section 2306.7 and Table 2306.2.

Section 910.2.3 Exit Access Travel Distance Increase.
The purpose of requiring smoke and heat vents/draft curtains for this code provision is to allow for an increased travel distance in Group F-1/S-1 occupancies due to the extended time they afford by maintaining the hot smoke layer above the heads of the occupants. Also see Section 1016.2. The exit access travel distance also relates to the distance firefighters must travel within the space to reach the seat of the fire. The greater travel distance allowance reflects the benefits to firefighters in accessing the seat of the fire.
